
 

 

 

 

Masa Israeli mourns the death of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, member of the International Board 

of Masa Yisraeli and in recent years its educational consultant. Masa Israeli shares in the grief of 

his brother, Adv. Alan Sacks, who is a member of the Board, and we send our sincere 

condolences to the entire family. 

Rabbi Sacks was an inspiration for the whole world. For Masa Israeli he was a teacher, a Jew, 

and a Zionist. He will never be forgotten. 

 

“I'm trying to imagine the feelings of someone who inherits a building like Windsor Castle. To 

live in such a place, steeped in so much history, makes one want to know more of its story ... 

The study of its history is not merely a discovery of facts. This structure will be my history 

because I inherited it. I would not have chosen it, it chose me. Since I have no choice I must 

accept a system of commitments, a moral relationship with the past and with the future. I must 

become part of the history of the castle and those who inherit it ... 

Jews will never own buildings like Windsor Castle. This is not the kind of people we are. But we 

are the owners of something no less grand, something that time has sanctified even more. The 

Jewish castle is not built of bricks or stones, but words. Yet it, too, has been preserved for 

hundreds of years, passed down from generation to generation, it too has been expanded and 

fortified time after time, treasured and maintained with love. As a child I knew that one day I 

would inherit it from my parents, as they inherited it from their parents. It is not a building, yet 

it is a home, a place where one can live. More than it belongs to us, we belong to it, and it is also 

part of the heritage of mankind. I know, just as the heirs to the castle know, that I am a link in 

the chain of generations, and that I owe a debt of loyalty to the past and to the future. This is 

what Edmund Burke meant when he called society a partnership 'not only between the living, 

but between the living, the dead and the future'. I am part of a story whose first chapters were 

written by my ancestors and whose next chapter I am now called upon to write. And when the 



time comes, I must pass it on to my children, and they to their children, so that the Jewish story, 

no less than Windsor Castle, can continue to exist.  

“We are Jews in order to show to ourselves and to others what it means to bring the divine 

presence into daily life, into relationships between man and his fellow man, into marriage, the 

family, the home and the community, and thus to begin to build a society that respects the 

image of God in man, a society that is free in the deepest and broadest sense of the word. On 

Passover, as we recreate our journey from the bread of poverty to the wine of freedom, we 

become part of that journey. As we make it our journey, we are drawn into a story that is both 

intimate and powerful, just like the Passover Seder itself. This is our people, and this is our story. 

It was a challenge in the past, and today it is no less challenging.” 

(From the speech delivered by Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, Chief Rabbi of England, at Windsor 

Castle in the year 2000) 

 

Masa Israeli enables its participants to inscribe their personal story in the journey of their life in 

this country, a journey of the Jewish people over the generations that spans four thousand 

years. A journey of a people that becomes our journey. A journey that does not necessarily aim 

for any physical place, but leads to a way of life, values and ideals. A journey that has not yet 

been completed. It challenged us in the past and continues to do so today. 

 

In memory of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, our partner in the concept of the journey, member of 

the international board, and educational consultant of Masa Israeli. 

May his memory be a blessing. 
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